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SUBJECT: CONSULATE PICKETED OVER PANAMA CANAL ISSUE 

1. AT APPROXIMATELY 1045 HOURS JANUARY 10, U.S. EMBASSY 
ANNEX HOUSING THE CONSULAR SECTION WAS PICKETED BY 
APPROXIMATELY 15 PERSONS BEARING PLACARDS WITH LEGEND SUCH 
AT "YANKEES, HANDS OFF PANAMA" AND DEMANDING THAT U.S. LEAVE 
PANAMA. 

2. PICKET LINE CONSISTED OF BOTH MEN AND WOMEN AND PLACARDS 
IDENTIFYING ORGANIZATIONS INVOLVED IN PICKETING. THEY ARE 
PYO (PIONEER YOUTH ORGANIZATION), WPO (WOMEN'S PROGRESSIVE 
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ORGANIZATION), AND GUAY ANA PEACE COUNCIL. THESE ORGANIZATIONS 
ARE STRONGLY SUPPORTED BY MARXIST-LENINIST, MOSCOW- 
ORIENTED OPPOSITION PEOPLE’S PROGRESSIVE PARTY, HEADED BY DR. 

CHEDDI JAGAN. GROUPS ALSO HAVE SUBSTANTIAL LINKS TO WPA 
(WORKING PEOPLE'S ALLIANCE) AND PEOPLE'S VANGUARD PARTY, TWO 
OTHER WELL-KNOWN LOCAL RADICAL LEFT-WING POLITICAL ORGANIZATIONS 
MOST RECENTLY DISTINGUISHED BY THEIR OPEN COLLUSION WITH PPP. 
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3 PICKETING WAS BEING CONDUCTED IN ORDERLY AND PEACEFUL MANNER 
UNDER SURVEILLANCE OF UNIFORMED POLICE OFFICER WITH WALKIE- 
TALKIE. PRESS PHOTOGRAPHER FROM PPP 

"MIRROR" ALSO PRESENT TO TAKE PICTURES. PICKETING REPORTED ON 
LOCAL RADIO AT 1 130 HOURS. 

4. PSO CONTACTED LOCAL POLICE AND CONFIRMED THAT LOCAL 
AUTHORITIES AWARE OF PICKETING AND HAD ISSUED PERMIT. 

5. COMMENT: THIS IS MOST INTERESTING DEVELOPMENT IN THAT BE- 
HIND THIS ACTION THERE ARE A STRANGE ARRAY OF CAST OF CHARAC- 
TERS. THE GUYANA PEACE COUNCIL IS HEADED BY R.N. MCDAVID, PER- 
MANENT SECRETARY, MINISTRY OF NATIONAL DEVELOPMENT UNDER DEPUTY 
PRIME MINISTER, PTOLEMY REID. THE WOMEN S PROGRESSIVE ORGANI- 
ZATION IS PPP-SUPPORTED AND HAS AS ITS HONORARY HEAD, JANET 
JAGAN. THE PYO IS THE YOUTH ARM OF THE PPP AND PRESIDED OVER 

BY CHEDDI JAGAN. UNTIL NOW BURNHAM GOVERNMENT HAS TAKEN 
ATTITUDE THAT PANAMA CANAL SETTLEMENT ESSENTIALLY ISSUE BETWEEN 
U.S. AND PANAMA AND HAS PROFESSED TO UNDERSTAND U.S. POSITION 
ON THIS HIGHLY VOLATILE QUESTION INVOLVING FUNDAMENTAL U.S. 
INTERESTS IN LATIN AMERICA. EMBASSY 

IS PUZZLED AS TO WHY BURNHAM PERMITTED THIS DEMONSTRATION 
TO TAKE PLACE SO CLOSE TO THE EVE OF USHERING IN A NEW 
ADMINISTRATION IN U.S. -ONE WHICH HE BELIEVES WILL 
ADDRESS ITSELF MORE POSITIVELY TO U.S.-GUYANA RELATIONS. 

THIS LATEST ACTION MAY BE A PLOY ON RADICAL ELEMENT 
WITMJN BURNHAM GOVERNMENT TO EMBARRASS GOG AND APPEARS TO 
BE ONE MORE INSTANCE OF AN APPARENT EFFORT ON THE PART 
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OF SUCH RADICALS TO FORCE GOVERNMENT INTO RADICAL, LEFT- 
WARD DRIFT. SUCH PICKETING WILL CERTAINLY NOT 
CONTRIBUTE TO BETTERMENT OF U.S.-GUYANA RELATIONS. 

MCCOY 
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